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PREFATORY REMARKS. 


Tue great object of Music in divine worship is to quicken the affections, and warm the heart ; and 
thus by allaying the more rugged, and calling into action the more soothing and gentle passions, to 
prepare the worshipper for engaging with all the energies of his soul, in the high, the holy, the so- 
lemn, and the animating service of praise. 

When hearing the word of God, the christian places himself like a little child, at the feet of his 
heavenly father, seeking instruction, and hoping thereby to become wise unto salvation; when enga- 
ged in prayer, he often assumes a humbler attitude, and appears a trembling suppliant, before the 
throne of sovereign meyey : But when his bosom swells with gratitude “to him that sitteth upon the 
throne,” and his tongue speaks aloud the high praises of his great Redeemer; then he rises to a bigh- 
er station, engages in a more cheering exercise, performs a more exalted service—in which he holds 
communion with those glorified spirits who sing * the song of Moses and the Lamb.” This being the 
mek it is evident. that such tunes should be selected as are calculated to inspire solemnity, and aid 

evotion. 

‘The musical powers of man, brought into action in this part of worship. demand attention, labour 
and perseverance for their successful cultivation. Although a capacity for receiving a high degree of 
pleasure from harmony in music, does exist naturally in the constitution; yet by the power of art, 
and industry, is that capacity greatly enlarged. y 

That church music may yet be improved, admits not of a doubt; for sacred and transporting as this 
part of divine worship is, when rightly performed, we have surely abundant cause of regret, that in so 
mauy insiances the manner of its performance has a most frigid and grating, instead of animating and 
soothing effect upon the feelings and affections. Notonly are the style and manner of singing repre- 
hensible ; but many of the tunes used in our churches.at this time, are better adapted to any other place 
than thatin whieh the Lord has promised to meet with his people, But it is sincerely hoped and be- 


~, 
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lieved that the lime is not far distant, when by the exertions of the lovers of sacred song, bad music 
will be excluded our churches, and such only be used as is calculated to refine and soften the passions, 
command into awe and reverence the affections, and thus act as a handmaid to true devotion and vital 


piety. 
OF GRACEFUL SINGING. 

The best position for singing is undoubtedly that of standing, as it gives the greatest ease and liberty 
to the voice ; but above all things affectation should be avoided. 

In keeping time beware of contracting any awkward method, as it will stamp formality on every 
note. The least motion of the finger is quite sufficient. 

The mouth should be opened freely, but if too wide it will destroy a good tone and prevent expres- 
sion. But the great difficulty isin keeping the mouth too much shut, which produces a flat drawling 
tone, and prevents articulation—In fact, the singer should imitate the expression of the orator rather 
than the drawl cf the clown ; for it is in articulation that vocal music has the preference of instrumen- 
tal—that while the earis delighted, the mind is informed. 

Care should be taken to begin a tune with a proper pitch of the voice that the high notes may be 
sung with ease, and the low notes without a grumbling tone. 

Tunes should be adapted to the words ; if the words be cheerful, let them be sung to a lively tune, 
if the subject be confession or sorrow, a plaintive air is preferable. 

No tane that has a repeat in the middle of a line should be sung to a hymn the words of which 
would be divided by its; nor is it sufficient that it goes well to a verse or two; if it does not suit the 
whole psalm it should be rejected-* 

In fine, to root out bad habits, and attain such as are good, much assiduity is required, and whether it 
be done by observation or reading, the first attempts should be made in private. 


With these remarks, the following selection of tunes are submitted to the 
Rerormepo Durca Cwurcr. 
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Tu this collection there are no repeating or fugue tones, except in the appendix, There are howevera very few tunes inthis work, which have been admitted 


naccount of their popularity, the composition of which is undoubtedly bad, 
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MUSICAL TERMS EXPLAINED. 


Accord. To agree in pitch and tone. 

Adagio. 'The slowest, with grace and embellishment. 

Ad Libitum. At pleasure of the performer. 

Allegro. Gay, quick, 

Affectuoso. Tender and affeeting, requiring a soft and deli- 
cate style of performance. 

Andante. Implies a time somewhat slow, anda performance 
distinct and soothing. 

Articulation. There is no word in the whole vocabulary of 
music, of more importance than articulation. It applies 
equally to vocal and insirumental performance ; to words 
and to notes ; and includes that distinctness and accu- 
racy of expression, which gives every syllable and sound 
with truth and perspicuity, and forms the very founda- 
tion of pathos and grace. 

Allegretto, Notso quick as allegro. 

Apporgiatura: A small note of embellishment. ; 
Alto. Counter-tenor part. . 
Air. Generally means what the ear realizes from the melo- 

dy or harmony. Ina special sense it is the subject or 
leading part. 

Da Capo or -D. C. Close with the first strain. 

Overture. Is an instrumental strain, which introduces the 
succeeding strain. } 

Quartctto. Music composed in four parts, in which each part 
is concertant. 

Solo, A part composed for a single voice. 

Trio. A composition for three voices. 


- witke i tins 


Chromatic.* 'This scale consists in a succession, or continu- 
ation of melody, that proceeds by semi-tones, as well in 
descending as ascending, which produces a surprising e& 
fect in harmony. 

The greatest part_of these semi-tones, not being ina 
diatonic form and process, causes at every instant, some 
discords, which suspend or interrupt a conclusion, with- 
out altering the diatonic order, in the other part or parts, 

Crescendo. A term signifying that the notes of the passage. 
over which it is placed, is to be gradually swelled. 

Ductt. A piece of music consisting of two parts 

Diatonic. That species of music in which both tones and 
semi-tenes are used. 

Diminuendo. Decreasing or softening the sound. 

Fort. Strong and loud. 4 

Fortissima. Very loud: * 

Moderato. A movement between andante and siieene 

Oraioric. A collection of sacred vocal pieces composed in 
a dramatic style. ; 

Orchestra. ‘The place, or band of musical performers. 

Piano. Soft. 

Quintctto.. Musie composed in ite parts, in which each part 
is concertant. 


* Chromatic isa Greek word, which signifies colored. The ancient Peek, 
composers, says Roussou, marked all their chromatic’ 2 ete with a 
able color, 
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or represented on five lines with their spac es; ‘call. | 


4 a Stave, =— These lines and spaces are designated by | 

the first seven kctters of the alphabet; A,B,C,D,E, FG, 
Nature has divided voices 

-rying in acuteness or gravity. 


The Treble is the highest, 


and of consequence will always lead, or be heard above | 


the rest; The Counter is the next lower, The Tenor ne xt, 
and the iss the lowest, These are designated by diff. 
erent characters, called Cliffs. The Treble Cliff = 
aan, on the second line, which is G; The counter Chiff 
=on the third line, which is C; The Bass Chiff on 
Rig beaxth line, which is KF The. Cliffs are called by the 
names of the letters which they represent, and the ‘efters 


on the other lines and spaces are reckoned from them, 
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Bass. Tenor orTreble. .Counter. 
Ea above. m4 Gg "a 
; ——:. w 
boutiee space. G E LS 
Fi urth dine. . Ci F D EK 
Third as EK C.F. | UD 
Third D ' B C 
Ro an ace. Cc A . iF S 
Second hi B G A 
First space. - a E 
First hne. “4 a i 


Space below. 
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here are seven primitie degrees of sound, which are | 


into at least four kinds, Va. . | 


2 
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| The natural place for Mi is in B 
Wie B,is flat, mi is 1 i - -E!'Ji Kis sharp, maids in KF 
If Byand E, are p, mitsin... AjIfKand Care 2, missin _..C 
| If B, Band Avare P maa J is in. 18) if Cand G.ure Z,miisin-G 
| If B,E.A.and D.are?.m: is in Gif EC Gand Dare B.miis in D 
ee es, 5 bac at ’ 
From mito fa,and frem la to fa, are half tones, Above 
| mi,ascending, is fa. sol.la, fa,solla,then come mi: descend - 
| 


| -ing, la, sol, fa, la, sol, fa, then Comes mi again, 


Names and proportions of the Notes ani Rests 


semibreve, minim, crotchet, quaver, semiquaver, demisemi 
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One semibreve is equal to two minims, four crotchets, 
eight quavers, sixteen semiquavers, and 32 demisemiquavers, 
Characters Explained. 
| A Brace. 
| ae ; 
Ledger 2 
_ Lines 
Single 
| Bar 
| Double _,- 
Bar. tf 
‘The Sharp. se Set before a note raises if halfa ‘one. 
A Flat. te let before a note sinks it half a toad 
= 
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SLOW 


number of parts sung together, - 
Are 


these drawn thro’ such notes as ex. 
ee ~ ceed the compass of the stave. 
Divides the notes of a composition into 


equal proportions, 


Marks the end ofa strain. 
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Sharps or Flats placed at the beginning of a tune, 


affect the letters _on which they stand throughout the piece, 


unless cohtattieted by a nat tural, which replaces them 
in their original state, J for that bar only in which it may 
occur, But if the iztreal 4 is Continued thro? a strain, ' 


or any number of bars, it takes off the power of the 


Nat D or sharp #, and ought to be performed in its ori. 


: Dots before a double bar, 


inal key, Accidental flats, and sharps, or naturals,when | 


set afore notes in the course of a piece, affect every 


note on that line or space in the bar. 


A Shar = fs —- Drawn over or under notes, signifes they 


= are to be sung to one syllaSle, 


A¥Flold or “> Placed over or under a not=, shews 


== ‘tin me 
pause. —— it is to be held longer than its usual) 


The’ =D Placed over or under three notes, redu - 


Figure. 


—.ces three to two of the same kind. 


ae Being placed after a note, makes tt half’ 


A Lr Ot, a= 
ai as long again. 


Repeats -_ Denotes the music to be repeated be. 


‘Si. == tween where they are placd. 


| Staccata Marks.''! 


| A Close, ft Shows the end of a tune. 
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Two strokes with cots, i: signify a repetiton of 7 


The Swell, 
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Dots after a double bar, - 


~~ : 


(e?) 


tothe 4rst 


Shews +1 
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“i Requires*a repetition of 2 
“If the preceding strain. “Ps 
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he following strain - 
is tc be repeated. 
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hew that notes placed above 
r below them are to be- sung as. 
ae ct and emphatic as possible, - 
2 
~~ Set atthe end of a stave, points 


note in the next stave, | 


Shows that the noie®under 43 is 


y that onder 2 the sécond, but £ 
slurred together, both are sung , 


after the repeat, 


Begins piano, gradually increases 
aie forte, and then diminishes in 


the same> manner. 


Apoggituras, 
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. to be sung the first time. and 


OF TIME. 


There are three kinds of time, viz. Common, Triple and Com. 
-pound. 


COMMCGN TIME. 


“Mirst Mood, <= This mood deaotes the slowest _, 


"movement; each bar pone one semibreve for its mea 
sure or her notes or rests in proportion, with four beats, 


"beating two down and two up, in about four seconds. 


Second Mood, -@7 Contains ene semibreve in each 
bar, and. fur beats, two down and two up, unless the 


‘movement be very brisk, then one down and one up is 


sufficient. 4 


* “a ‘ D 
Third Mood, =By- Contains one semibreve in each 


bar, and two beats one down and one up, 
" b 
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Fourth Mood, =$= Contains one minim in each 


bar, and two. beats one down and one up. 
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TRIPLE TIME. 
First Mood, =e Contains. three m aims in each, 
3 


“bar two beats = and one up. 


Second Mood, =o Contains three crotchets in a 
bar, two beats down and one up. oe 


rt rf 
‘Third Mood,—=3= Contains three quavers in a bar, 


two beats down and one wp. 


COMPOUND TIME. _ 
First Mood, =i Contains two pointed minims in 


each bar, with two beats, one down and one up. 


Second Mood, -6- Contains two pointed crotchets 


in each bar, with two beats, one down and one up. 


N.B. The hand falls at the beginning of every bar, 
in all kinds of time. 4 
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Accept the worship 
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spread thy praise abroad 
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